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Chapter 3 - Charles Lewin, RMLI.

Joining Up & Training, 1905-1907

Charles was a finisher in the shoe trade but settled on alife in the Marines when he
enlisted in Nottingham on 22 November 1905, at the age of seventeen. His service
number was 13596 (Plymouth Division) and he served "under-age" until 31 March
1906, when his"time" began.

On joining up, his service record gives: date of birth 1 April 1888 at Syston (near
Leicester), religion Baptist; height 57%%", complexion fresh, eyes brown, hair dark
brown. Hisfather isgiven as Charles Lewin of High Street, Syston.

Charles' first twelve months were spent at the Recruitment Depot at Deal, where he
carried the rank of Privatein 'E' Company. Hisfirst qualifications were in swimming
on 19 March 1906 and his school certificate (3rd Class) on 28 March. He then
achieved a pass in musketry on 17 October and on 30 November, he passed his basic
infantry training with a report of "very good". On 6 December, he transferred to 'G'
Company of the Plymouth Division where he spent just over six months, obtaining
his first qualification in sea gunnery on 20 March 1907 and a rating of "very good"
in Field Training. (ADM 159/153)

HM S Sentinel, 1907-1909

So it was that Charles came to hisfirst ship - the three-year old scout cruiser Sentinel
- on 12 June 1907. On this overcast and cloudy Wednesday, Commander Harry
Skipwith commissioned the ship a Devonport. She displaced 2,890 tons and
measured nearly 400 feet by 44 feet. Her maker had been Vickers Maxim.

Perhaps this was a gentle introduction into naval life but it might also have been
somewhat boring owing to the repetitive nature of the commission in home waters.
After two weeks, the ship left for Portland and Ryde and by the end of the month had
only travelled as far as Grimsby. July saw a move further north - to Queensferry but
by the middle of the month, they were back to the home base at Devonport.

This month was filled by steaming around the Devon coast to Torbay and Brixham,
then on to Portland, Sandown (Isle of Wight) and Lee-on-Solent. August took in
Spithead, Glengariff, Bantry Bay and a return to Devonport. September was quiet
with a move only as far as Torquay but in October, Sentinel went to Holyhead via
Falmouth and Milford Haven, then returned to Portland.

Between November 1907 and April 1908, Sentinel only made two voyages to
Torbay, staying otherwise in Devonport throughout. Charles had the opportunity to
gain his third musketry pass on 29 November. On 31 March 1908, Charles
completed two years of man's service and was awarded his first good conduct stripe.
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The better weather in May enticed the ship as far as Lamlash (Isle of Arran) and
Rothesay. (ADM 53/26198)

The months of June to October were very similar and ended with a return to
Devonport. Throughout November and December 1908 and January 1909, Sentinel
was in Devonport - latterly at moorings on the Hamoaze. On 22 January, there was
some excitement as a twenty-one gun Royal Salute was fired at midday in honour of
the anniversary of the King's accession. The ship was dressed from 9 am until sunset
at 4.45 pm.

On 16 February, there was torpedo practice in Torbay, otherwise, Sentinel again
stayed in Devonport. On 4 May, the ship'slog records:

8.30 Tug came alongside. Ship's company left ship for Skirmisher.
9.0 New ship's company joined ship. Re-commissioned for servicein 3rd Division
of the Home Fleet." (ADM 53/26199)

HM S Skirmisher, 1909

On 4 May 1909, Charles transferred to HMS Skirmisher, the sister ship to Sentinel
and ten months newer. Her log (ADM 53/26336) lasts for fourteen months and starts
by telling that she was commissioned at Devonport for service with the Second
Division of the Home Fleet, and was under Commanders E Reeves and JU Farie.

As previously, Charles officially joined on the first day of the commission but had to
wait a few days before she set sail. On 13 May, she headed for Scapa Flow, the
northern base of the Fleet in the Orkneys. By the end of the month, she had visited
Caviston Roads and Echnaloch Bay before returning to Devonport. June saw
Boscombe, Spithead, Scapa again and Loch Eriboll.

This was much more like a life on the ocean's waves than the almost dormant
Sentinel. In July, Charles went to Salvation Bay, Oban, Berehaven, Dover, the Nore
and Rotherhithe. It was at Rotherhithe that the log gave the first hint of the
important event that was to occur at the end of the month. On 20 and 21 July, it is
noted that illuminating circuits were fitted and over the next week, Skirmisher made
her way via Portland to Cowes, the famous location on the North coast of the Isle of
Wight. On 29 July, the log records the passing of the German High Seas Fleet,
steering Eastwards.

The reaction on this occasion would be contrasted very much by Nottingham's
encounter with the Germans seven years later. There was to be aroyal review of the
Fleet - agreat honour for Charles and the crew. The papers of Admiral Sir Arthur D
Fanshawe KCB tell the story behind the great spectacle. (ADM 179/57)
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Three roya yachts were to be used. Firstly, the King and Queen were to motor down
from Goodwood and embark on the Victoria and Albert on 30 July. Also on this
day, the second division of the Northern Squadron represented by three armoured
cruisers was to meet the Russian Imperial Y acht Shtandart off Dunkerque and escort
her to Cherbourg, accompanied by the cruisers Rurik and Admiral Makarov.

The Victoria and Albert was to be joined on 31 July by HMY Alberta carrying the
King and Queen of Spain, the Princess of Wales and Princess Henry of Battenburg.
HMY Alexandrawas set to carry the Duke and Duchess of Connaught, Prince Arthur
and Princess Patricia of Connaught and the Crown Prince and Princess of Sweden.

On 31 July, the ship was dressed overall and all hands were employed cleaning her.
At 3 pm, His Mgesty King Edward VIl received the Fleet and a Royal Salute was
fired by Skirmisher. The ship was manned (ie the crew lined up on deck) and the
company cheered as the Royal Yacht "Victoria and Albert" passed. At 7.55 pm, the
ship was "undressed".

More was to come on 2 August with the official visit of the Russian royal family.
Another Royal Salute was fired at 11 am. The order was again given to man ship
and the Victoria and Albert proceeded to Spithead carrying the King. Later, His
Majesty and theill-fated Czar reviewed the Fleet and a further Salute was made. The
log again notes "Manned ship and cheered ship."

The royal parties sailed on to Cowes and the next day, the Fleet was alowed to
disperse for five days special leave. Skirmisher made the short voyage to Devonport
and then on to Scapa Flow and Kirkwall for the end of the month. September
commences in like fashion but there is an interesting entry on 8 September which
gives some clue as to the usefulness of this small cruiser. "Weighed and proceeded
as required towing target for destroyers on Night Battle Practice.”

If that puts the ship's réle into perspective, then perhaps the following does the same
for the men. 10 September: "Received warrants numbers 9 and 10 and discharged
two stokers to Blake for cell punishment. Hands employed cleaning ship. Divisions
exercised for monthly dip and searching for telescopes lost overboard by 'Flying
Fish™.

Scapa Flow and Kirkwall were again visited and on 11 October, a journey was made
to the new destination of Obedur Bay. The month also took in Peterhead, St
Andrew's Bay and Sheerness before the ship returned to Plymouth on 18 October.
Sirmisher tied up at No 7 Buoy and five days later went into No 3 Dock. (ADM
53/26336)
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Charles had stayed with Skirmisher for six months and was now drafted ashore on
3 November to spend the next six months with the Plymouth Division. During this
time, he achieved his fourth pass in musketry (6 April 1910). (ADM 159/153)

HMS Ringdove, 1910-1911

His next ship was a small (165 x 31 feet) gunboat of only 805 tons, HM S Ringdove,
which he joined on 26 April 1910. She was a composite made at the Keyham
Factory (Plymouth) and launched in 1889. On the same day that Charles joined,
Lieutenant A T Blackwood re-commissioned the ship at Falmouth, where she
remained until 30 May, then leaving for Granton.

In June, she sailed up the East coast of Scotland for Aberdeen, Invergordon
(Cromarty Firth) and Fort Rose (Moray Firth). On 9 June, Ringdove left Fort Rose
for the Shetland Isles where she stayed until the end of the summer. The log (ADM
53/25584) shows that she cruised between the following: Lerwick, Balta Sound
(Unst), Burra Firth, Mid Yel Sound, Vidlin(g) Voe, Scalloway and Urndwick Bay.
An interesting entry shows the "Marines at boat pulling” on 20 July at Scalloway.

In September, Ringdove left Lerwick for Fair Island and proceeded to Wick and
Aberdeen. The next month, they went north again, to Helmsdale, then back to
Cromarty, Invergordon and Fort Rose and across the Moray Firth to Fort George.

Between November and January (1911), Ringdove cruised between Fort George,
Inverness, Invergordon, Fort Rose, Aberdour, Aberdeen, Helmsdale, Macduff and
Buckie.

On one day in February, the Marines were noted as parading in heavy marching
order but Ringdove continued to potter about Fort Rose, Golspie, Inverness,
Invergordon, Peterhead and Aberdeen.

On the last day of March, they left Granton for Devonport and tied up on 3 April at
No 3 Buoy, Devonport and moved to No 3 basin on the sixth. On 10 April, the
Marines paraded in marching order for an inspection by a senior officer at 11am. On
22 April, Charles transferred to the Plymouth Division, this time for less than a
month.

HMS L eviathan, 1911-1913

On 16 May 1911, Charles found himself on HMS Leviathan. He had moved up to
the Drake Class armoured cruiser of 14,100 tons. Captan E P C Back
re-commissioned the ship on 16 May at Chatham and she spent the rest of the month
at Sheerness, the Nore, Spithead and Berehaven.
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June 1911 opened at Berehaven in the company of Venerable, Black Prince and
Doris and continued with voyages to Queenstown, Bantry Bay, Glengariff and St
Helen's before a return to Spithead. The old King had died and on 20 June,
Leviathan prepared for the Coronation review of the Fleet.

Commander in Chief for this review was Admiral Sir Arthur W Moore GCB, GCVO,
CMG and his collected papers (ADM 179/60) give an insight into the organisation
and the problems of such an event.

All shipsin commission in home waters were to be collected at Spithead on 17 June.
Further, each of the "Maritime Powers' was invited to send a ship - probably
totalling eighteen. Leviathan was to assemble with the Fourth Cruiser Squadron. A
"Provisional Table" was issued (Folio 116) showing the times at which dignitaries
trains would leave Waterloo and arrive at Southampton and when their respective
ships would sail.

Leviathan's log (ADM 53/23033) notes that His Majesty's Yacht and the German
cruiser Von der Tann were present. Again, how strange that Charles should have this
shipin hissight(s) as apreview of afuture adversary.

The ship was illuminated and on the twenty-second, was dressed overall "rainbow
fashion" in honour of the Coronation. Celebrations continued as this was repeated
on 24th for the review by HM King George V.

The Admiralty and press were on Soudan, the Commons on Eskimo and Rewa, the
Lords on Rohilla and "miscellaneous’ personages on Ascania and Themistocles.
Indian Princes and visitors were to embark on Mongolia, Colonia Premiers and
visitors on Dongola and finally, special envoyson Plassy.

The hospitality for the visitors was evidently very good. In a letter written the day
after the review, Admiral Reginald Tupper commented that "the food was good and
the stewards most civil and efficient." Several guests "found it difficult to find out
for themselves the names of the ships as they passed down the lines' and a
recommendation was made to paint the names on a blackboard fixed to the bridge in
future. Still, "several individuals told me that the Naval Review had impressed them
more than any other experience of their visit to this country."

The Review was accompanied by a Ball in the RN barracks, the estimate for which
had been queried by the Admiralty back in April. It was reckoned that the ball on the
occasion of the 1905 visit of the French Fleet had been bigger and cost only £2000.
In 1909, it was to cost £3000 and an itemised break-down was demanded.
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On 26 June, a twenty-one gun Royal Salute was made as the King left Portsmouth.
In July, the ship visited Torbay, Kirkwall, Cromarty and Ullapool; in August, Broad
Bay firing ground, Stornaway, Ullapool, and Trondhjem, Molde and Bergen in
Norway; in September, St Andrews, Plymouth and Devonport.

Leviathan started to journey further afield in October, heading for Ponte Delgado,
the Azores and Halifax (Canada). On 22 November, the log notes that the ship was
now at Bermuda and that His Excellency the Governor made an officia visit.
December was spent in Jamaica, Barbados and St Vincent, CVI.

The ship's company must have shivered on their return to Plymouth and Devonport
in January 1912 but were lucky enough to journey south again in February, to Arosa
Bay (Spain) and Vijo. They stayed throughout March and in April went as far as
Gibraltar and Cadiz (ADM 53/23033). Charles gained his second good conduct
stripe upon completion of six years service on 30 March 1912. (ADM 159/153)

The log book was now a year old and full. The new volume, ADM 53/23034 was
brought out whilst in Arosa and an early entry noted the firing of a twenty-one gun
salute (6 May) in honour of the second anniversary of the King's accession. Charles
must have been reminded of the events at Spithead the previous June.

They steamed home before the end of the month and in June 1912, journeyed to St
lves Bay, Torbay, Weymouth and Spithead. In July, the ship visited the Nore,
Torbay and Sheringham; in August Queensferry, the Isle of Man (Ramsay), and
Berehaven. Throughout September and October, she stayed in Devonport but was
off again in November, to Fayal, the Azores and Vigo.

On 12 August 1912, Charles second good conduct badge was taken away, evidently
only for a minor transgression, as it was to be restored on 17 Feb 1913 (ADM
159/153).

December saw Vigo and Arosa Bay again and in January 1913, Coruna, before a
return to Devonport. On 10 February, Leviathan went to Portsmouth where she was
paid off on the thirteenth. Charles had served on her throughout her commission and
again transferred to the home Division, where he would stay for three months,
passing drillsin sea gunnery on 26 April.

HMS Centurion, 1913-1914

On 22 May 1913, he embarked on HMS Centurion, a battleship of 23,000 tons and
big enough to warrant being under the command of Rear Admiral Horace Hood,
acting as Captain. The ship was commissioned at 9 am at Devonport.
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In June and July, the ship visited Bantry, Weymouth, the Nore and Sheerness and
carried out various practices as drills with the 1st Battle Cruiser Squadron and the
2nd Battle Squadron.

On 8 August, Centurion proceeded from Portland to Spithead via the Needles where
a twenty-one gun salute was fired. On the ninth, the Royal Y acht Alexandra passed
early in the morning and at 1.30, Rear Admiral Hood left the ship, to be succeeded
by Captain M Seymour. Voyages were made to Lyme Regis, Bridport, Cawsand Bay
and Devonport in the rest of August.

September took Charles and the crew further afield - to Cromarty and Golspie for
target practice, then to the Moray Firth and Port Mahomack. Between October and
January, they went to Cromarty, Portland and Weymouth but spent the majority of
thetimein Devonport. (ADM 53/37448)

During his stay on Centurion, Charles ability was recorded as only "moderate"
although his character remained "VG" as always. He stayed on Centurion until 23
January 1914 and transferred to the Plymouth Division once more, on the
twenty-fourth. Here he stayed until joining Nottingham on 3 April. (ADM 159/153)

HM S Nottingham, 1914-1916

Nottingham was a new cruiser of 5,449 tons, launched only ayear earlier and Charles
joined her at atime when there must have been some thought of an impending war, if
not in the minds of everyone. After two months ashore, he would have relished the
thought of a new ship, especially with his new acting rank of Lance Corporal, even if
his pay was not adjusted accordingly! (ADM 159/153).

She was commissioned at Pembroke Dock on 3 April 1914, by Captain Charles B
Miller, with afull crew for service in the 1st Light Cruiser Squadron. (ADM 177/7
& ADM 53/52951). She proceeded to Devonport and Dover, where, on 21 April, the
ship was dressed with mast-head flags. At 10.20, the Royal Train arrived and the
King and Queen embarked on the Royal Y acht Alexandra. When the Royal Standard
was broken on board HMY Alexandra, Nottingham fired a Royal Salute. She formed
an escort with Birmingham for the trip to Calais, where they handed over to a
squadron of French cruisers and destroyers which aso received a twenty-one gun
salute. Theroyal party proceeded by train to Paris. (ADM 53/33331)

In April, May and June, Nottingham sailed to Portland, Glengariff, Whiddy Harbour,
Lamlash, Oban and Colonsay. On 19 June, Charles was yet again involved in
ceremony, when French and British squadrons left Portland Harbour en route to the
opening of the Kiel Canal. At 10 am, Nottingham manned ship, then weighed at
10.50 and proceeded at ten knots astern of HMS Southampton. King George V,
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Ajax, Audacious, Centurion and Birmingham were also in company and they arrived
at anchor in Kiel Harbour at 11 pm on 22 June.

The German Fleet was noted to be in the very same harbour and how strange, given
that they would be at war in six weeks' time!

Passing through the canal on the last day of June, Nottingham returned to
Immingham docks. She proceeded to Portland and Weymouth, then on 16 July to
Spithead. On 18th, HM the King arrived at Portsmouth and a twenty-one gun Royal
Salute was fired at 4 pm. Between 9.30 and 10.50, the Fleet gave a searchlight
display. On 20 July, Nottingham passed the King on board HM Y acht Victoria and
Albert and manned and cheered ship before proceeding to sea for strategical
exercises. On 24 July, she was at Devonport but by 31 July, events were overtaking
her and she headed for Rosyth.

On 2 August, the log states:

9.18am  alc (altered course) WY2N.

Preparing for war, shaking rigging as required.
2.0 pm Hands preparing ship for war
10.45pm Coaling

On 3 August, in response to an order to dispose of any wood not needed for war
purposes, the log notes:

8 am Discharging furniture, timber etc into lighters.
Then:
9pm Darkened ship.

Watch at night defence stations.

4 August (at sea):
12midt  Received W/T signal. "Commence hostilities against Germany."

The ship returned to Scapa Flow on 6 August but then began its wartime patrols in
defence of the realm. On the ninth, she stopped and boarded SS Peturnia and
inspected two Dutch Drifters.

An interesting event occurred when the Norwegian SS Prima of Arendal was
boarded at four o'clock one morning. She was found correct but in the process,
Nottingham's port cutter was lost in collision and with it, 28lb of biscuits and
thirteen oilskin suits.
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28 August was the date of the Heligoland Bight action which resulted in the loss of
three German cruisers and which caused the German Fleet to reconsider offensive
warfare.

4.0 am Met two TBD flotillas with Arethusa and Fearless

8.0am Hands at action stations. Observed and engaged enemy destroyed.

Parted company from 1st LCS
12noon  54°32N, 6°34W.
12.30 Course as required to close heavy firing to southward
1.30 alc NW 15ktsin obedienceto signal "Retire"

Between September 1914 and January 1915, Nottingham was based at Rosyth but
visited Scapa Flow each month, also taking in the River Tyne and Rathmullen.

24 January saw further combat with the Dogger Bank action. Following the
bombardment in December of the North-Eastern Coastal towns, the Battle-Cruiser
Force based at Rosyth learnt how to intercept coded German messages and react
more quickly:

7.0am 20 kts. Observed flotillas ahead and gun firing.

7.20 Observed hostile squadron bearing SE. Courses as required for
shadowing same. Hands at action stations. Steaming full speed
and steering asrequired. Chasing enemy to SE. 1st and 2nd BCS
engaging enemy. Observed hostile aircraft to E.

11.0 In action with enemy cruiser
11.5 Ceased fire
11.25 Resumed action with enemy cruiser (Bluecher)

Noon Abandoned chase. alcto reoin 1st BCS.
BlUcher was sunk and the Germans lost 950 men, the British 15.

Nottingham returned to Rosyth, where, on 27 February, HM the King passed yet
again. The crew manned ship and gave three cheers. (ADM 53/52951) Between 7
and 8 March, now with the 2nd Light Cruiser Squadron, she carried out exercises
with the Battle Cruiser Force, involving divers and searchlight crews. On the
twenty-second, she steamed to Scapa for target practice. (ADM 53/52952)

In April, Nottingham put to sea once with the Second Light Cruiser Squadron but
then went into Messrs Hawthorn Leslie at Hebburn and later Swan Hunter and
Wigham Richardson's dockyard at Wallsend on Tyne, for dismounting of the guns
and refitting. (ADM 53/52953)

In May, she "warped out of dock" (pulled on ropes) and on the tenth, hoisted the
broad pennant of Commodore W E Goodenough MVO. For the rest of May and
June, she was in and out of Rosyth. She would generally be out on patrol for up to
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forty-eight hours. During once such sortie, on 20 June, two torpedoes were fired at
her by a submarine. Luckily, both passed ahead by about fifty yards. (ADM
53/52954 & 52955)

In July and August, Nottingham carried out exercises with the Battle Cruiser Fleet
and practised full calibre firing at targets. In September, she was again in and out of
Rosyth and on the eleventh, flew a kite for Lowestoft to carry out target practice.
The drills, exercises and practices were augmented on the fifteenth by the Light
Cruisers Boxing Competition. (ADM 53/52956 to 52958)

The month of October was spent at Rosyth but by 6 November, several Scandinavian
merchant ships had been examined. At Scapa Flow, sub-calibre practice and torpedo
firing were carried out. The ship left the Flow at 4 pm on 23 November and shaped
course S53E at seventeen knots. On the way to Swan Hunter's dry dock, there was
"lost by accident one sack of potatoes, 100Ib." (ADM 53/52959 & 52960)

At the end of December, she proceeded to Rosyth and on the fifth, put to seawith the
Second LCS and the Battle Cruiser Fleet for three days of tactical exercises and
firing. February 1916, at Invergordon and Rosyth was similar. In March, the only
item of note is that on the fifth, a number of Court Martial prisoners left the ship
under escort for New Zealand. (ADM 53/52961 to 52964)

During April, Nottingham was again sailing in and out of Rosyth and again hoisted
and struck the pendant of Commodore Goodenough. (ADM 53/52965)

May commenced with Nottingham coaling at Rosyth. On this occasion, not
everything went into the hold as 4cwt of coal and two shovels were lost overboard.
On 2 May, Petty Officers, Libertymen and the recreation and football parties were
landed but all were aboard again by 8pm when the ship prepared for sea. Falmouth
and Yarmouth weighed anchor and proceeded out of harbour and Nottingham
followed at 02.15. She zig-zagged into a position with the squadron spread over
three miles and following a course of "S27W" (207°).

The ship returned to Rosyth by the sixth and four days later proceeded to Scapa
Flow. Coaling 180 tons took from 9.25 to 10.45 and seventeen tons of water were
distilled. 511 Ibs of beef were taken on board, 269 of mutton and 1500 of
vegetables.

On 11 May, 1" rifle practice was carried out followed by .303 at a target towed by a
motor boat. After the small arms practice, the ship steamed out of harbour on the
thirteenth for full calibre practice but the "weather was found to be too thick outside"
and they returned and dropped anchor. On 14 May, it was hands to make and mend
clothes and scrub coaling suits. On 15 May, full calibre practice was successful.
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At 1.30 on 16 May, Nottingham carried out a torpedo attack from 9000 yards at a
moving target and at 3.00, test runs at a standing target. On the twenty-second,
hands were scraping the ship's side and a return to Rosyth was made on the
twenty-fourth. On the thirtieth, parties were put ashore at midday but returned at
4.00 when the ship prepared for sea.

The clocks were put back to GMT and at 5.15, Nottingham weighed and proceeded.
At 1.00 in the morning of 31 May, Torpedo Boat Destroyers were detached from the
squadron to examine a steamer and it is likely that the crew thought that this was
going to be more or less a routine patrol. However, by soon after midday, they must
have realised the truth.

At 12.30, Nottingham altered course to North-West, then zig-zagged South East at
1.30. At 2.10, she changed to N74W and zig-zagged to rendezvous with the Battle
Cruiser Force. At 3.05, she took up station on the Light Cruiser screen and at 3.50,
action commenced between the Battle Cruiser Force and five German
Battle-Cruisers.

Nottingham played an active part in the proceedings of the ensuing Battle of Jutland
and at 7.30, she was heavily engaged by the enemy Battle-Cruiser Force. By eight
o'clock, though, they were out of range and Nottingham took up station on the
starboard beam of the 5th Battle Squadron. A brief skirmish occurred at 10.10 when
she engaged enemy light cruisers but this only lasted until 10.25. (ADM 53/52966)

Shortly after midnight, Nottingham set off southward "in pursuit of the German Fleet
in order to bring them to action at daylight." The rest of the night was spent
sweeping for disabled German ships and, finding nothing by 8.00 am, she turned
back northwards. (ADM 53/52967)

On 2 June, Nottingham anchored at Rosyth at 9.30 am and there were various
comings and goings for aday or two until she set to sea again on the sixth. Ten days
later, the Captain noted "2.0 pm Removed to Falmouth for King's Review".

On 17 June 1916, Charles was able to write to his cousin Florrie, my grandmother,
that all was well. He had survived the great battle and so had his ship. Many men
and a number of ships had not and he must have counted himself lucky - for the time
being.

Towards the end of the month, the ship again put out to sea and carried out tests on
the various steering mechanisms. On 6 July, she entered Pamers dry dock at
Hebburn on the River Tyne for refitting. The dock was flooded on 17 July and she
proceeded to Rosyth. An excursion was made on 24/25 July to within four miles of
the Norwegian coast. The smoke screen was tested and aerial gun firing was

August 1995, updated June 2006 Page 12 Stuart Tamblin




Chapter 3 - Charles Lewin, RMLI.

practised at kites. As usual, Nottingham was working with Dublin. They returned
to Rosyth on the twenty-sixth and Scapa Flow on the thirty-first. (ADM 53/52968)

On 19 August, though, the ship's luck ran out. HMS Dublin (ADM 53/40236) noted
at 5.57 that Nottingham had been torpedoed by a submarine, resulting in two large
explosions near the bridge and about ten seconds apart. She proceeded nearer to the
stricken ship and noted another hit at 6.26. At 6.30, another torpedo tracked towards
the rear of Dublin herself. At 6.50, a cutter was sent but then at 7.15, two destroyers
arrived to help. At 7.20, Nottingham sank at 55°29N, 00°12E. Twenty-one officers
and 357 men were saved.

The two destroyers were the Penn and the Oracle. On 19 August, the Penn's log
(ADM 53/54885) notes. "2.15 Formed submarine screen on 1st BCS ...7.10 Reached
Nottingham. 7.12 Nottingham sunk ... 7.25 Two torpedoes fired at ship. Avoided ...
Two other torpedoes fired at ship ... Screening Dublin ... 300 survivors ... to the
Tyne."

The two-monthly log of HMS Oracle (ADM 53/53432) shows that she had come
from Rosyth and Queensferry. On the page for 19 August, thereis clipped a"list of
gear lost during rescue work" but this aside, the 'M' Class Destroyer's story is best
told by quoting from the timed entriesin the log.

3.15 (am) Formed submarine screening stations No3 on 1st BCS.

6.29 Proceeded to assist Nottingham torpedoed in position 55°40N,  0°9E
alc SW by S, 33 kts.

8.4 Sighted Nottingham in sinking condition.

8.12 Nottingham sank. Stopped engines, away all lifeboats.
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8.25 Manoeuvred to clear torpedoes (two in number) fired by hostile
submarine.

8.30 Screened Penn rescuing survivors.

8.45 Picked up 10 men & 9 Officers of Nottingham from boats etc.

7.50 (sic) Manoeuvred to clear torpedo fired by submarine and endeavoured to
locate her.

7.55 Resumed life saving.

9.20 Hoisted boats and 10.10 formed submarine screen for HMS Dublin.
Course N by E, 22 kts.

1.15 S70W, 30 kts. Parted company with Dublin shaping course for Tyne
River astern of Penn.

4.35 Secured to buoys astern of satellite. Discharged survivors to tug.

The submarine was identified as the 214 foot long U-52. She had been in service for
three months and went on to sink more ships during 1916 and 1917. She herself was
nearly lost when, returning to base at Kiel in November 1917, a torpedo exploded in
her due to negligent handling. Five men were killed and the submarine had to be
rebuilt. (ADM 137/3902 see also ADM 137/3913).

On 27 August, Rear Admiral Goodenough submitted a report to Vice Admiral David
Beatty, commander of the Battle Cruiser Fleet, who in turn forwarded it to the
Commander in Chief of the Grand Fleet, Jellicoe. Goodenough testifies to the
loyalty and high character and ability of Captain Miller, whose ship was in an
excellent state of discipline and efficiency. Penn and Oracle were a'so commended
for their rescue work.

Miller's report gives details of Nottingham's position and course and the state of the
sea when she was struck. After the first two torpedoes, she settled somewhat and
started to flood but retained buoyancy with the closing of the relevant doors. "The
explosion had damaged the steam pipes and thereby stopped the engines; it had also
carried away both topgallant mast heads and rendered the wireless aerial useless.”

Those men not needed for the guns were preparing to abandon ship when a periscope
was sighted to port and a third torpedo struck home. The ship settled further and
listed and the order to leave the ship was given. At 7.00 am, Captain Miller left his
ship and she went under soon afterwards, sinking by the head. He notes that two
Petty Officers died from exposure and a Marine suffered a fractured skull.
Thirty-eight ratings were missing. (ADM 137/3624)

A specia train took the ship's company to HMS Vivid, where Charles officially

transferred to the Roya Marine Plymouth Division on 21 August 1916 and
immediately lost his acting rank. (ADM 159/153)
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3rd Royal Marine Battalion, 1917-1919

After six months in barracks, during which time he passed revisions of infantry and
sea gunnery drills as "Very Good Indeed”, Charles found himself on 1 March 1917
with a land battalion for the first time - the Third. What was more, he was now a
fully paid Lance Corporal. Just one month later, he was made up to Acting Corporal.
(ADM 159/153)

The War Diaries of the 63rd Royal Naval Division (ADM 137/3067) show that
operations in the Aegean from October 1916 to June 1921 included the 3rd Battalion
but there was really very little action with one exception. The British were there to
maintain control over the various islands and to regulate the passenger and goods
traffic (as was noted specifically for the Tenedos Garrison in December 1918.)
There was a base camp at Mudros East and a Military Hospital at Mudros West.
There were detachments at Imbros, Tenedos and Lemnos and one from which little
was heard at the Bosphorus.

On 13 November 1917, Charles was promoted to the substantive rank of Corporal
with 'B' Company and on 29 March 1918 received his third good conduct stripe.

The one major happening during Charles time on the islands was the chase across
the Mediterranean of the Goeben and the Breslau. On 20 January 1918, the war
diary of the 3rd Battalion records that the Goeben was finally beached and the
Breslau was sunk. 161 prisoners of war were held near to the base camp at Mudros
East and were guarded by men of the RM battalion.

Orders for demobilisation were received on 24 January 1919 and towards the end of
March, Charles may have renewed an old acquaintance when the Brigade
Commander sailed between Mudros and Tenedos in HMS Sentinel. On 3 April, he
was transferred back to the Plymouth Division but only three months later was again
on active service.

6th Royal Marine Battalion, 1919

In 1917, a British detachment had been sent to Murmansk to guard vital war supplies
from the Communists, who withdrew from the War soon after coming to power.
Now, in the Spring of 1919, there were violent attempts to oust the White Army and
itsallies.

Between January and May, 1919, a number of events began to cast a slur on the
reputation of the Corps of the Royal Marines. Some Marines believed that they had
been accused of cowardice by an officer - Lieutenant Colonel Guard. A medical
officer had set them thinking they were physically unfit for the severe climate and
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nearly a whole company presented itself for sick parade. Officers were inspected
and found to be unsatisfactory for their current positions and accommodation was
criticised over a period of many months.

These many problems gave rise to the mutinous letter which was handed by his men
to Captain Lane, Royal Marine adjutant on 9 February. (ADM 156/179)

At one point, it seemed that British governmental policy would favour withdrawal
and the men of the Royal Marine Detachment were told they would be sent home by
the end of June. On the contrary, reinforcements were soon needed and the 6th RM
Battalion was sent in to support the Whites. It had been raised on 18 June for duties
in Schleswig-Holstein but was diverted at the last minute, embarking for Russiaon 1
August. (ADM 156/314)

Charles had joined the Sixth on 18 July and received an updated field training
qualification on 1 August, no doubt with the Russian climate in mind. (ADM
159/153). They were to travel as part of the "Syren Force" to North Russia and the
War Diary opened on 6 August with the troops at sea on the "Czar". General Officer
Commanding the Syren Force was Lieutenant Colonel C O Lewin - relationship to
Charles still to be ascertained! They arrived at Murmansk on 8 August and
deployments were made to Kem and Kandalakschas (ADM 137/3073 ; WO
95/5424)

The 6th Battalion took part in two engagements. Defeat due to poor leadership in the
first led to demoralisation. With the second, the reputation of the Marines was again
sullied. Unfortunately, the battalion contained a number of short-service men, kept
on after the War and alot of young recruits who were not expecting to see action for
long. Further, there were many soldiers with other armies who felt sympathy with
the Bolsheviks and the feelings of discontent were spreading.

During the second engagement, the commanding officer mistook the Portsmouth
Company (‘'C") for the Chatham one ('B') which had aready given a lot of trouble.
He came up and ordered all men to get out of the column who did not intend to fight.
"Men left, the company being much annoyed at being so addressed.”

"They marched to the rear under orders from officers, detailed for the purpose.”

Despite the complicity of the officers, eighty-seven NCOs and men of the 6th RM
Battalion were court-martialled on 2 October and thirteen death sentences were
passed (although commuted), along with others of five years pena servitude or two
years imprisonment and discharge from the Corps.

Letters from Charles Trotman, Colonel Commandant of the Portsmouth Division, to
the Adjutant General of the Royal Marines, Sir David Mercer, express his
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"heartrending" reaction to news of the "shameful” state of affairs and his opinion that
the culpable officers should be dismissed the service first as an example to the
hundred men who were to follow.

Mercer, for his part was summoned to the palace to discuss the "lamentable failure of
the 6th RM Battalion." In mitigation, he pointed out to the King, who was
Colonel-in-Chief of the Corps, that certain officers were chiefly to blame and,
further, that only two of the four companies were involved at all. (ADM 156/314)

Luckily, neither Charles nor any of the Plymouth Marines was implicated in the
matter. The British withdrew completely in the autumn and Charles went back to the
Plymouth Division on 15 October, again for six months. On 4 November, he
received his War Gratuity of £30.

HM S Hood, 1920

The Hood was a very new ship, the first (and eventually only) one of her class -
46,680 tons (ADM 53/78910) and launched on 22 August 1918. She was built by
John Brown and commissioned at the Clyde on 7 January 1920. (Navy List, March
1920). She was completed to her full complement of 967 officers and men and
commissioned at Rosyth by Captain W Tomkinson CB MVO on 29 March. (Navy
List, June 1920). On 13 April, the RMA contingent arrived from Eastney and on 15
April, Charles rated a mention in the log book with the entry "Joined - 43 Privates, 2
sergeants and 1 corporal RM from Devonport.”

The rest of the month was spent refitting, painting and cleaning then on 6 May, the
ship was dressed with mast-head flags on the anniversary of the King's accession.
By 12 May, they were ready to embark torpedoes and provision the ship and on 14
May, the Admiral Superintendent inspected her, to authorise acceptance from the
makers. At 3.15 pm, the main engines were tried and the next day, Hood prepared
for sea.
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On 18 May, at Cawsand Bay, the flag was hoisted of Rear Admiral Sir Roger B
Keyes, commanding the Battlecruiser Squadron of the Atlantic Fleet. On 20 May,
Charles received an interim payment from the Nava Prize Fund in the sum of £12
10s. (ADM 159/153)

On 21 May, the ship was ammunitioned and on the twenty-ninth, a dummy attack
was carried out by Submarine H.33 near to Portland. Hood was now on the way to
Kidge Bay, in company with HMS Tiger.
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She proceeded to Sweden and in the first few days of June, many salutes were fired
in honour of hosts and visitors. At 12.25 on 10 June, the flag of Admiral Keyes was
struck and replaced by that of Admiral, His Majesty King Gustav of Sweden (Tiger
hoisted Keyes' flag). The King came aboard for two hours and the crew cheered his
departure. The ship was opened to visitors for the afternoon and hosted a party of
Swedish Members of Parliament.

By 18 June 1920, Hood had moved on to Copenhagen and on the nineteenth, a
twenty-one gun salute was fired as the King of Denmark came on board and
inspected the ship's company. The King and Queen again visited the following day,
with their entourage and the ship was open to visitors again for the afternoon.
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On 22 June, Hood was dressed for the anniversary of the coronation and then set sail
for Christiania (the modern Oslo). On the twenty-fifth, a Norwegian Admiral and
British Minister came aboard and on 26 June, the ship was dressed and manned
early. At 10.10, His Mgesty King Haakon came on board to the sound of another

twenty-one gun salute. His flag, as admiral was hoisted and he inspected the ship
and its company.
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By way of contrast, the ship was undressed before 1 pm and the men turned their
attention to making and mending clothes.

The Scandinavian tour over, Hood was at Scapa Flow at the beginning of July and
visited Cromarty mid-month. On 27 July, she carried out target practice with the 15"
and 5.5" guns. (ADM 53/78910)

After three and a half months afloat on the world's biggest ship, Charles was now
posted to the home division again (31 July 1920), where he would stay for nearly a
year, picking up another pass in sea gunnery drill on 2 November. On 27 April
1921, he must have been surprised five years after the event to receive his Jutland
Prize Bounty. (ADM 159/153)

8th Royal Marine Battalion, 1921-1922

On Thursday, 27 May 1920, a conference had taken place in the First Sea Lord's
room at the Admiralty in response to representations from the C-in-C, Western
Approaches "that armed revolutionaries were attacking and burning Coastguard
Stations (in Ireland) and ... civil and military authorities were incapable of protecting
those stations." (ADM 178/39).

Orders were consequently given for 800 Marines to be sent to Ireland. Each
Division plus the RMA had to send 195 officers and men, with "as many Old
Soldiers as possible ... to be included." Valiant and Warspite were detailed as
troopships and the newly-formed battalion was ordered to concentrate on Plymouth.
At 400 pm on 3 June, 843 officers and men embarked. They arrived at
Queenstown the following morning.

Charles obviously qualified as one of the "Old Soldiers' but his turn for a stint did

not start until 29 June 1921. (ADM 159/153). The daily orders and circulars of the
battalion note his transfer on 2 July, shortly after a number of fatalities had been
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suffered by the Marines. Indeed, on 18 June, the Adjutant-General of the Royal
Marines warned that units arriving in Ireland should be prepared for their ship to be
fired upon and their train to be ambushed. (ADM 178/39).

Soon after joining the battalion, on 12 July 1921, Charles was awarded the Long
Service and Good Conduct Medal, for fifteen years service. (ADM 171/140). This
isrecorded in the battalion daily orders of 23 July. On 30 July, it is noted that he and
Private T Dore were each awarded an LS & GC Gratuity of £20.

At this point in the records, there are many instances of punishment awarded when
men were drunk or late returning from leave. Charles was given fourteen days' leave
from 25 October to 9 November but he too returned thirty-eight hours late and was
officially admonished by the officer commanding the battalion. He had to forfeit two
days pay. (ADM 178/39)

Three months later, Charles and a large number of others had completed their tour
and were struck off the strength of the battalion and the daily orders record that their
Field Allowances were stopped.

The Swansong, 1922-1939

Returning from Ireland, Charles again joined the Plymouth Division on 19 February
1922. After less than a month, he moved with the Plymouth Division to Dedl
(11 March) and received his final share (£13 10s) of the Naval Prize Fund. (ADM
159/153) On 12 June 1922 he was discharged to pension. He had not served the
"ordinary" twenty-two years, so it is quite possible that he was part of the cuts
throughout the service, mentioned in the preamble to the 1922 RM Census (ADM
201/65). Indeed, his pension was reduced proportionately.

Later, Charles re-enlisted for twelve months at Chatham and was given the service
number Ch X1378. (Service Records this late are still closed.) At the age of 50,
Charles again became a Corporal with the Plymouth Division when mobilized for a
few days between 28 September and 4 October 1938. His last act was to re-enlist in
the Fleet Air Arm Supply Party on 1 June 1939, in so doing setting an example to
the younger generation on the eve of the Second World War. The FAA was just
being re-constituted at this time and the Marines were charged with guarding the
aerodromes.

Naturally, Charles' record is endorsed to the effect that his general character was
VERY GOOD. (ADM159/153) He was awarded the 1914-15 Star (15 August
1920), the Victory Medal and the British War Medal (18 March 1922). (ADM
171/169).
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Research M ethods

| did not know who "C W Lewin" was when | found the old embroidered postcard.
It just says "Good Luck" on the front and on the reverse, "17.6.16...To Florrie...From
C.W Lewin...HMS Nottingham...Alls Well".

Charles was evidently writing to my gran to tell her that he had come safely through
the Battle of Jutland. He could not have known though that just two months later,
Nottingham would be sunk from beneath him.

| knew where the Lewins fitted on the family tree - my great gran was one and |
looked around in my "Close Relations File" and found in the hand of my late mum a
list of the brothers and sisters of Annie Lewin - the girl who married Charlie Dayton
(see Chapter 4). Further rummaging in my album of copied photographs provided a
picture of a girl of about ten and a young man in Marines uniform. The
accompanying notes reminded me that my dad had mentioned that Annie's oldest
brother was in the Royal Marine Artillery.

To trace "CW", the first step at Kew was to find the appropriate medal roll as this
would give me at the very least a service number. The ADM 171 series is a little
gem as it comprises not too many volumes but they are arranged very logicaly so
that you only need to know a man's branch (RN, RNR, RNVR or RM) and his name
in order to go straight to the correct book. | chose ADM 171/169 - surnames HAN
to MAM for Royal Marine NCOs and Men.

This told me that the service number for Cpl Charles W Lewin was 13596 (RM
Plymouth). Thinking that he was with the RMA, | went to ADM 159/87 but there
was a problem. The service numbers related to enlistment in 1912-1913 (They
carried the "2" which was added retrospectively to the front of the old RMA number
to distinguish from the RMLI Divisional numbers). What was more, number
(2)13596 was not called Lewin. The only likely aternative was that he was with the
RMLI, not the RMA so | called up ADM 159/153 and was delighted to find the
beautiful document that is his service record.

| later found that | could have deduced he was with the Plymouth Division as
Nottingham was a Devonport vessel, as noted in the Navy List. A man nearly always
stayed with his original port divison. Using this information, | could have tried
ADM 313/96, the index to the Plymouth Division registers of service which runs
from 1856 to 1936; this piece covering surnames starting with 'L".
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As usual, the service record gives personal details. | was intrigued to see that the
"W" stood for "Warrington" - his mother's maiden name and in itself an interesting
line of enquiry. There follows alist of good conduct badges, medals and alterations
in rank. The main body of the page though is the list of ships, divisions and
battalions with which Charles served, along with precise dates for each.

It isinteresting to see how many ships' logs commenced on the same date as Charles
alocation to them. He was one of the first aboard them as each was commissioned
or re-commissioned.

Having seen that Charles served in excess of fifteen years, it was expected to find the
issue of a medal for Long Service and Good Conduct. Thisislisted in the service
record and can be traced to the medal roll - ADM 171/140.

The LSGC rolls are arranged to cover all surnames over a given period. Thusit is
that my grandfather, Edwin Tamblin, appears in the same volume (it covers awards
between 1920 and 1925). Charles received medal number 2000 and my grandad
number 5024. The volume is arranged alphabetically by initial letter of surname and
subdivided according to first vowel. To give an idea of the quantities of awards,
therewere seven "Le..." menin July 1921.

The service record contains quite a list of ships. Their duties, in war and in peace,
varied tremendously. Once you know that a man has joined a ship, you can follow
him around the world (or just the British coast) with ease by using class ADM 53.
This comprises ships' logs and they are arranged firstly by a broad span of dates and
then alphabetically by ship's name. For each ship, there is then a piece number in the
Class List for each month, year or other period depending on how long the log took
to fill up. The logs are meant to be for mainly navigational purposes but they
ordinarily contain alot of interesting additions when events occur which are out of
the ordinary.

In the header for each day, you can see where a ship is moored or anchored or an
indication of its destination if it isat sea. Very often the pages contain nothing more
than "lit fires in steam pinnace" outlined in red for some reason but if you follow the
happenings with alittle care, you will soon be able to skip through alog, only taking
particular notice when either the writing or report format changes.

If you want to find out what sort of ship someone served in, then a reference book
such as Colledge will give the dry facts but if you want to see the ship, then head for
ADM 176. This contains photographs, often several per ship, which were
commissioned and kept by the Department of Naval Construction. The series is
divided into two parts according to whether the pictures are mounted (on card) or
not.
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Charles' ships were reviewed and inspected by royalty an amazing number of times.
As aresult of the enormous amount of planning that went into Royal Reviews, there
remain in existence today alarge number of papers regarding them. The Portsmouth
series of volumes (ADM 179) contains every last detail of these great events.

When we come to Charles land battalions, we are able to trace his movements by
means of War Diariesin the "historical" Class- ADM 137. These cover, in his case,
the Aegean (1917-1919) and North Russia (later on in 1919). At this stage, a little
background reading comes in handy and we realise through Smith & Oakley that CW
went out to Kandalakscha shortly after the mutinies of Spring 1919. Here, we can
transfer our interests to the ADM 156 Class list. This contains many interesting
papers relating to Courts Martial and other disciplinary hearings, including three
pieces covering North Russia which have recently been made public under the Open
Government Initiative.

In 1921, Charles went to Ireland and this time, Court Martial references point us
towards ADM 178. The relevant piece (ADM 178/39) here turns out not only to
include brief details of many disciplinary problems but also has a complete run of
Circulars and Daily Orders starting with embarkation details and concluding as late
as February, 1922. Aswith the Aegean War Diaries, this piece contains information
on named individuals as a matter of course. The Marines seem to have been much
more interested in the ordinary man, listing everyone by name, not just the officers.
Thisisin contrast to the Army War Diaries which usually just refer to a number of
"other ranks."

Background to the troubles in Ireland may be found in ADM 116/2116; ADM
178/106 to 108 (Raids on Coast Guard Stations); ADM 1/8587/74 (protection of CG
Stations) and ADM 1/8587/75 (instructions to CO of 8th RMB.)

Towards the end of Charles career, a census was taken and, athough there are
precious few namesin it, he doubtless numbers amongst the statistics.

The last group of records to be recommended must be the ubiquitous Navy Lists, of
which the confidential 1914 to 1918 editions are in ADM 177. They provide so
many details regarding the make-up of battalions and the commissioning of ships
that they should not be overlooked.
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One caveat, though, stresses the importance of assembling your information carefully
and then cross checking what you have gleaned from various sources. The Naval
Roll of War Losses (Ships) (ADM 242/6) is available as a card index and shows that
only one man was wounded when Nottingham sank. This card is valuable as a quick
reference to a new searcher who knows few details. What it omits to tell you is that
there were two known deaths and quite a number of men missing as well. It is
therefore important, wherever possible, to check contemporary sources - here
exemplified by Captain Miller'sreport (ADM 137/3624).

Whatever you read, check or cross-reference, you are bound to enjoy researching a
character as well-travelled as Charles Warrington Lewin!
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Postcript

If you are related to Charles Warrington Lewin, please get in
touch, using the contact details on this website. | should very
much like to know what became of him in latter years. Thank

you.

Stuart Tamblin
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